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rtificial Intelligence (Al) is no longer a future horizon—it is a present force reshaping our ways of

knowing, interpreting, and interacting with the world. From predictive models to generative algorithms,
Al systems are increasingly integrated into the infrastructure of contemporary life, raising new questions for
the social sciences about agency, automation, and the production of meaning. In research settings, Al oEers
extraordinary computational power and the ability to manage vast and complex datasets, supporting tasks
such as pattern recognition, natural language processing, and sentiment analysis. These capabilities not only
enhance the eEiciency of data analysis, but also open new pathways for observing social phenomena, mo-
delling behaviours, and identifying emergent trends (Kitchin, 2021; Taddeo & Floridi, 2018).
Yet, this technological promise comes with epistemological and ethical tensions. The integration of Al into
social research workflows poses significant challenges related to transparency, accountability, and bias re-
production (Ananny & Crawford, 2018; Eubanks, 2018). Furthermore, Al itself can be studied as an object
of sociological inquiry—revealing embedded cultural imaginaries, reinforcing social asymmetries, or sha-
ping forms of algorithmic governance. Recent studies (Murray, 2024; Boucher, 2024) emphasize how Al is
actively participating in the construction and transformation of collective imaginaries, redefining what is
perceived as credible, desirable, or even real within digital cultural environments.

his call for papers invites contributions that explore the intersection between Al and social
research, with a particular focus on the implications of Al as:
=» a methodological tool for data generation, analysis, and interpretation;
=>» a contextual environment in which social life takes place (e.g. platforms, algorithms, recom-
mendation systems);

=>» an epistemic observer, capable of reflecting or amplifying imaginaries, biases, and cultural
frameworks.

We are particularly interested in:

> empirical studies involving the use of Al in applied social research;

> theoretical and critical reflections on the impact of Al on research practices;

=> analyses of the cultural, ethical, and epistemological implications of Al in the study
of social processes.
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Key dates and how to submit

Submissions should be no longer than 8,000 words, excluding references, and should
include original research, applied case studies, or theoretically grounded critiques.

Abstract submission deadline: 15 July 2025
Full paper submission: 30 September 2025
Review and revision period: October 2025
Final paper submission: 15 November 2025
Planned publication date: December 2025

(A A A A

The volume will be published within the series Communication Processes and Cultural
Practices, WriteUp Books.

For inquiries and abstract submissions, please contact:
alessandra.micalizzi@unipegaso.it or culturalpractices proposal@writeupbooks.com

Alessandra Micalizzi is Associate Professor of Sociology at Pegaso Online University,
where she also coordinates the PhD programme in Digital Humanities. She holds a PhD
in Communication and New Technologies and has a background in psychology. Her
research explores the relationship between digital technologies, cultural production, and
gender, with a focus on methodologies for digital and narrative inquiry. She is also the
director of the Digital Humanities Research Centre.

Coordinator of the Series

Alessandra Micalizzi - Pegaso University

National Board International Board

Manuela Farinosi — University of Udine Jelena Filipovi¢ — University of Belgrade
Antonella Mascio Alma Mater Studiorum — Maria Koprivica Lelicanin — SAE Institute,
University of Bologna Belgrade

Rosy Nardone Alma Mater Studiorum — Laura Leon — University of Pert

University of Bologna

Bojana Radenkovi¢ Sosi¢ — University of
Rebecca Paraciani — Catholic University of Kragujevac (Serbia)
Sacred Hearth

Eugenia Siapera — City University of Dublin
Tiziana Piccioni — IlUSVe (CDU)

Rita Salvatore — University of Teramo Maria Touri — University of Leicester

Mariacristina Sciannamblo — University of Rome
“La Sapienza”

Rosantonietta Scramaglia — [ULM University
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